Introduction
Is a balanced discussion of heresy an oxymoron?
As an attendee at the St. John's Univer sity Congress for Librarians in 1991, of which this volume is the proceedings, I noted the diversity of viewpoints repre sented. Reading the proceedings for this review reminded me of the many per spectives provided by the Congress speakers.
Dr. Bella Hass Weinberg, Congress chair and proceedings editor, asked profes sionals from academic, special, public, and national libraries; library educators; and representatives of bibliographic utili ties whether a single set of centrally sup plied descriptive access points, subject headings, and classification numbers can serve the needs of all types of library users.
The speakers' responses have significant implications for the treatment of Judaica materials in both general and special
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libraries. In my library, which almost automatically accepts the standard bibliographic product-as found on OCLC-for its regular collections, the issues which arise concerning the cata loging of the substantial Judaica portion of the collection lead to much discussion and, usually, alteration of the standard bibliographic product. In this review, I re port on the explicitly Judaic content of the papers in the volume.
Points of Interest to Judaica Catalogers
Norman Elliott Anderson (Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary Library), in "The Non-Neutrality of Descriptive Cataloging," addresses the subject of romanization partially required under AACR2 and fully required by OCLC-as more difficult (or impossible) to work with than original script by persons who know the language and are likely to use publications in non Roman scripts.
Mr. Anderson also argues, in his post script, for the removal of bias in the uniform titles for the "Old Te stament" and its parts, and in the handling of various canons of the Bible; he suggests alter native uniform titles such as "Bible (Jewish canon)" or "Bible (Tanakh)" as less discriminatory than current headings. Alterations to the standard bibliographic product described in the various contrib uted papers-everything from extensive use of the notes area, added subject access from both LCSH and local sources, and fuller exploitation of speci ficity available in LCSH but often not used by the Library of Congress itself-can readily be applied in Judaica cataloging if libraries are willing to commit the neces sary time and monetary resources.
Presentation and Design of the Work
Often, conference proceedings are not only dry and dull in content, but drab and uninteresting in published format. Cata loging Heresy is none of these, excelling in clarity of presentation, both intellec tually and visually. The volume is well organized and laid out, and tables and figures accompanying the papers are clear and pertinent.
The Babylonia Esther Midrash

A Critical Commentary
EUezer Segal
This study elucidates the methods and goals that underlie the exegesis of the Jewish sages, and places the midrash within the broader context of its religious conceptions, literary norms and historical setting. This is the first study of its kind to simultaneously apply philological, literary, historical and religious studies approaches to the elucidation of a rabbinic text of this magnitude. It also provides a new methodological model for understanding midrash activities and an explanatory account for the distinctiveness of Babylonian midrash vis-a-vis the classical Palestinian collections. 
The Talmud of Babylonia
An Academic Commentary
Jacob Neusner
This commentary makes the Talmud of Babylonia accessible for academic study by means of a graphic presentation that shows how the document is put together. It sets forth in a systematic and detailed manner the complete structure and governing system of the document's thirty-seven tractates. In so doing, it reveals the extent to which the Talmud is a coherent document and not an otherwise unstructured collection of unconnected fragments. The author utilizes visual signals to reveal and present the structure of the Talmud, distinguishing through bold face, plain and italic type, letter and Arabic numeral.designations, footnotes and appendices, the recurring components of the text.
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